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The Mosaic of the Contemporary Caribbean

Cozy warmth caresses your skin as first light breaks, banishing the biting night-time
chill. Did you feel it? Albeit a unique sensation, my heart found a synonymous warmth that
sprouts when thinking about the particular harmony of the Caribbean. Ironically, the
Caribbean can be so harmonious although pieced together by such differing components; a
true mosaic of culture. Let’s take a look at the glass shards of this mosaic, shall we?

Zooming in, let’s define our scope of discussion; the Association of Caribbean States
(ACS) Membership. According to the Association of Caribbean States (2026), their
membership comprises twenty-five (25) Member States and it doesn’t end there! Could you
believe that their membership also covers ten (10) Associate Members, over thirty (30)
observers, as well as multiple social actors? Well you better believe it, because it’s true,
which places the span of diversity within their membership at an insurmountable level. In
consideration of the overwhelming task it would be to assess the effect of overall diversity
across the ACS Membership, let’s dial it back and inspect its cultural, religious and ethnic
diversity.

To begin, cultural diversity is a key player in the Caribbean’s progression and unique
disposition of unity. To understand how cultural diversity is such an influential contributor to
development in the Caribbean, we must first understand the term itself; “Cultural diversity
refers to the variety of cultural expressions, practices, and identities that exist within a society
or community. It encompasses the different backgrounds, languages, traditions, and beliefs
that shape individuals and groups.”(The Oxford Review, 2025). Therefore, the variances in
everything from Patois to your “Nana’s” recipes to reggae and calypso, represent our cultural
diversity. As aforementioned, cultural diversity is a key player to the Caribbean’s “unique
disposition of unity”. This is because these variances in culture derived through the
Caribbean countries’ patchworked history are recognised and appreciated, fostering respect
and social cohesion. The nature of our Caribbean harmony can truly be encapsulated in Ani
DiFranco’s lyrics, “I know there is strength in the differences between us, And I know there
is comfort where we overlap,” from her song “Overlap”. Moreso, cultural diversity is a
contributor to the development of the Caribbean. Yet, that simple sentence does not suffice in
elaboration of the impact of cultural diversity on development, thus, later on we’ll decompose
how cultural diversity across the ACS Membership can forge economic and technological
development in the Caribbean Region.

Moving on, let’s talk about religious diversity across the ACS Membership. Just
imagine, it’s Thursday 19th of March, 2026, and your Hindu relatives invite you to a pooja at
their home for Navaratri. As you cross the threshold of their house, you smell it. What? That
delicious, savory “prayers food” simmering, you can’t wait to indulge in some channa, aloo
and roti. After the pooja, you stuff your belly, thank your relatives and head home. Next thing
you know it’s Friday, and you’re attending yet another prayer for your Muslim’s friends’s Eid
al-Fitr celebration.

“Mmmm, bring on round two of the heavenly food and good vibes!” You say, your
taste buds are already tingling.
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Plus, right around the corner is Holy Thursday marking the climax of the Holy Week
and your immediate family’s turn to embrace their religion. Did you realise, the scenario I
just painted for you, is the epitome of religious diversity? It is, as it illustrates how Hinduism,
Islam, and Catholicism shared space in people’s lives with balance and respect. Supportively,
religious diversity is defined as, “a social phenomenon in which two or more clearly defined
religions exist simultaneously within a region or society.” (Lin, Chen, Wei et al., 2022).

Subsequently, it can be said that the Caribbean region is a plural society with regards
to religion, as there is unity and mutually accorded peace amongst the people of the
Caribbean, forming a regional community consisting of distinct groups, which in this case,
focuses on various religious segments. Approvingly, an outline of religious pluralism stated,
“Pluralism believes that no one religion has a unique approach to religious truth and that all
religions can and should respect, tolerate, and peacefully coexist with each other,” (Lin,
Chen, Wei et al., 2022), which aligns with the treatment of religious diversity in the
Caribbean region. The emphasis and acceptance of religious diversity over the span of the
ACS Membership has promoted economic development and technological advancement in a
multitude of ways, which will be further discussed in the latter half of this essay.

Veering away from religious depths, let us delve into ethnic diversity across the ACS
Membership. To understand ethnic diversity, we must understand the concept of an ethnic
group. An ethnic group is a, “social group or category of the population that, in a larger
society, is set apart and bound together by common ties of race, language, nationality, or
culture.” (Britannica, 2026). Hence, ethnic diversity is the coexistence between ethnic groups
within a singular social structure, like a society, despite their differences. Ethnic diversity in
the Caribbean largely stems from a sequence of complex historical occurrences that
encouraged migration heavily throughout the years, thus transporting various ethnic groups
into and out of the region. The people of the ethnic groups facing migration would have had
to assimilate to their new environments and their ethnic group(s) would have undergone the
process of acculturation. Thereby, through assimilation and acculturation, new or
“recombined” ethnic groups would have been forged, furthering the ethnic diversity across
ACS Membership countries. To bring this point home, in Trinidad and Tobago, a Member
State of the ACS, there exists the Indian and European ethnic groups which would have been
introduced to the Caribbean isles through the indentureship system and colonisation,
respectively. Indians would have been exposed to forced assimilation and acculturation from
the Europeans, and as a result, “mixed” ethnic groups would have been formed. The extent to
which ethnic diversity can impact technological development and economic progression is
beyond the confines of this paragraph, so keep reading for an insightful discussion!

Now, the time has come to inspect the influence that the previously reviewed triad of
diversity has on economic development in the Caribbean region.

Rightfully first, is the comprehension of economic development. The Cambridge
Dictionary (n.d.) refers to economic development as the, “the process in which an economy
grows or changes and becomes more advanced, especially when both economic and social
conditions are improved.”


https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/process
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/economy
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/grow
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/change
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/become
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/advanced
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/especially
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/economic
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/social
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/conditions
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/improved
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To launch into the development of the Caribbean economy, let us analyse how cultural
diversity acts as an invaluable contributor thereof. “Economically, cultural diversity can be a
catalyst for growth,” (Malik, 2026), which is what Dr. Sana Malik at the National University
of Modern Languages (NUML) stated in her journal article. She explained that cultural
diversity opens business opportunities in the market as organisations can capitalise on the
production and/or provision of services and products that cater for the niche markets' cultural
nuances and preferences. Moreover, entirely new markets can be created to cater for cultural
differences, for example, in the Food and Beverage industry, the inception of doubles
presented a new market opportunity rooted in our culture. Therefore, through the introduction
of new markets and market opportunities, cultural diversity allows producers to tap into
another revenue stream.

Following the butterfly effect, those additional revenue streams raise the Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) of the country in which the revenue is generated. An increase in
GDP is an indicator of economic growth, which is the first step to achieving economic
development. You’ll also find that the other component necessary for economic development;
social advancement, can be simultaneously accomplished. Think about it, in order for
revenue or profits to increase it must be upheld by effective demand. Effective demand refers
to the consumers’ willingness, desire and ability to purchase products and/or services. When
there is demand, producers must meet that demand, thus, encountering the need to increase
their production. An increasing shift in production requires more human capital; especially in
labour-intensive industries, such as agriculture, which is the backbone of the Food and
Beverage industry. By referencing the earlier example of doubles, which was an opportunity
to enter the Food and Beverage industry, we can see that a new occupation was born, thereby
increasing employment. This decreases the unemployment rate and increases GDP per capita
(average income per person), which are two economic activities indicative of economic
development.

Let’s circle back to the doubles. Hungry as yet? Hopefully not, because if you are,
you're about to become famished! Doubles were invented in Trinidad and Tobago. During
their initial offering to local consumers, they took the street food world by storm, until they
generated so much demand that there could be a “doubles man” directly opposite to a
“doubles man” and they’d both turn a profit at the end of the day. Trinibagonians loved it.
Then, non-nationals hit the “doubles scene” during their visits, and of course they fell
hopelessly in love with the taste of warm channa bursting in their mouths, fluffy barra
tickling their taste buds, and the fragrant, mouth-watering aroma. They had to “carry” the
idea of doubles back to their home country with them, so they did. That’s the story of how a
local delicacy opened market opportunities locally, regionally, and internationally. In the
process, employment, GDP, and income per capita increased, forging economic development
not only within Trinidad and Tobago, but also the Caribbean.

Meanwhile, religious diversity was playing its own role in the economic development
of the Caribbean region. How? Two words; religious tourism. The Caribbean can thank its
rich religious diversity for fostering tourism, as religious tourism is traveling to destinations
to engage in pilgrimage, sightseeing of religious places, observing and celebrating religious
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festivals with locals. Religious tourism in perspective to the holistic regional economy is
“small but mighty” as it is a sub-category of tourism but can lead to income generation and
social influence, since it can bolster an economy and lead to economic development. As
previously mentioned, religious tourism is a great income generator for an economy, as stated
in the lines, “Religious tourism is one of the areas that can attract domestic and foreign
capital and, following it, economic development.” (Budovich, 2023). This subset of tourism
attracts Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) by creating demand for improved infrastructure and
tourism services, such as transportation, to engage in religious activities. This is particularly
true as Budovich (2023), also mentioned religious or pilgrimage trips as a key tourist activity,
where she outlined that, “In religious trips, it is possible for all sections of the society to be
together.” Hence, religious trips stimulate cross-sectoral activity within an economy, which
alludes to income generation in, for instance, the service industry. Considering that religious
diversity enables religious tourism which attracts FDI and acts as a catalyst for overall
economic financial gain, thereby, raising GDP and the standard of living, it can be safely said
that religious diversity can forge economic development in the Caribbean.

To demonstrate, we can take a look at Divali in Trinidad, W.I. Every year for Divali,
Trinidad becomes a glowing tourist attraction...literally. Due to the nature of the celebration,
- the “victory of light over dark” - the night of Divali ensures a beautifully lit display of
diyas and electric lights across many places in Trinidad. This visual appeal, coupled with the
traditional delicacies served and ambiance felt during that time attracts many tourists wanting
to experience Divali, and who would opt to take tours to sightsee the celebrations of this
religious event. Plus, the tourists would need hotel services and much more during their stay.
That simple real-life reference, just illustrated religious tourism and cross-sectoral economic
activity.

The last type of diversity to be elaborated upon in relation to its service to economic
development, but certainly not the least is, ethnic diversity. Ethnic groups are heterogeneous,
meaning that they bring to the table diverse perspectives. For instance, if you ask different
ethnic groups to recommend a dish, Indians might say roti, while the Chinese answer with
chow mein. From these perspectives, innovation, specialisation and diversification can bloom
in an economy. Why is this important? It’s because innovation allows for entrepreneurship,
and entrepreneurial activity within an economy can increase competitiveness and GDP per
capita. What’s more, is that specialisation allows for higher productive efficiency, leading to
increased productivity and output, and lower unit costs, which raises the standard of living.
To boot, diversification pivots an economy from reliance on one sector, which broadens the
scope of productive industries providing a stable base for economic growth. Thus, through
enabling innovation, diversification and specialisation, ethnic diversity lays the foundation
for economic growth, increases the standard of living, and strengthens the labour force, which
can forge economic development in the Caribbean region.

It’s time to talk tech, more specifically, technological development within the
Caribbean region and how the triad of diversity continuously referenced, that is religious,
ethnic and cultural diversity, all stimulate innovation. Innovation, being the main trigger of
technological development, which can occur naturally or “forcedly”.
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To start, innovation can flow naturally as diversity reduces homogenous thinking
where "groupthink" or conforming thoughts occur, especially in a corporate setting.
Therefore, new ideas are encouraged to come to light. This is because persons who are
culturally, religiously, and ethnically diverse will naturally have a differing outlook on
problems or opportunities and how to make the best of both, as they would have grown up
learning about life (values, traditions, beliefs, and so on) differently. This new outlook can
foster innovation, that being the, practical development and implementation of ideas which
cultivates value for consumers. Furthermore, if persons have been exposed to cultural, ethnic
and/or religious diversity, they may also be more creative. Now begs the question, what
innovation has to do with technological development in the Caribbean? It has everything to
do with it. To elaborate, a technological product cannot be developed or implemented if
someone doesn’t conceptualize it first, or see the value/benefit of the technology, which is
why thought processes and their distinctions matter heavily. As a result, technological
advancement is brought about by innovation inherently flowing from multifaceted minds. For
example, water-activated LED diyas were invented as a safer, more environmentally-friendly
alternative to traditional diyas commonly used during Divali, which was innovated from a
natural consideration for the needs of Hindu followers during that time, thus showcasing how
religious diversity can encourage innovation and technological development.

Likewise, innovation can bud from a forced origin. Communities are a key
stakeholder in firms. Hence, if the people in the community display inclinations to their
cultural, religious, and/or ethnic diversity or related desires and needs, producers may be
forced to suit the needs of persons exhibiting such diversity, to sustain demand and manage
customer retention. Therefore, “forced” innovation may manifest in the form of process
innovation or the production of new technology, which is technological advancement to
accommodate or enact such innovative endeavours and meet consumer demands. Thus,
technological development in the Caribbean region can be fostered by cultural, ethnic and
religious diversity.

Unfortunately, the facilitation of economic and technological development is not
without its challenges as the Caribbean region faces multiple obstacles and inequalities. The
hindrances to the region can be summarised in the lines, “This region faces a range of
challenges today—economic uncertainties, widening disparities, supply chain disruptions,
energy shortages, price surges, and inflation—all of which cast shadows on economies and
livelihoods. Amidst these concerns, disaster risks surge relentlessly.” (Trebucq and Garcia,
2023). To expand, the economic concerns stated, such as inflation, and the “widening
disparities” which implies a growing disparity between Caribbean countries’ level of
economic development, act as inequalities within countries in the Caribbean region, and
makes the Caribbean unequal to the global society, finding that the Caribbean is often at a
disadvantaged state. Also the Caribbean is regularly susceptible to natural disasters due to its
geographic placement on tectonic plate margins, and its tropical climate. Natural disasters are
a primary obstacle in the technological, and economic development of the Caribbean as their
unpredictability and intensity can ravage economic sectors. This will stunt the economy’s



ACS Youth Voices Essay Competition
Essay by Saffira E. Samaroo

growth, and subsequently, development, and may leave inventors of technological products
and systems without resources to implement or refine the technologies.

Paradoxically, religious, ethnic and cultural diversity still contribute to technological
and economic development despite these inequalities and obstacles. How? Through
cooperation and shared heritage. In elaboration, looking at the CARICOM Single Market and
Economy (CSME), which has member states also within the ACS Membership, you’ll notice
a perfect example of cooperation for sustainable development and economic integration
which balances economic inequalities by placing emphasis on cultivating a single regional
market. Moreso, obstacles and their aftermath, such as natural disasters are not a match for a
collective response, as illustrated by the Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency
(CDEMA), which can mitigate the effect of natural disasters on an economy by taking
cautionary and post-event action.

Similarly, shared heritage can decrease the challenges faced in the Caribbean.
Remember Ani DiFranco’s earlier reference? She sang, “there is comfort where we overlap,”
which is relevant as there is comfort and a unified front of the Caribbean attested to its
countries’ shared heritage of colonisation, slavery and the plantation system, to list a few.
This solidarity of people sharing a background cultivates a social cohesion, bolstering
resilience against economic, social and/or environmentally imposed downfall, as different
regional groups are willing to assist each other. This mitigates resource loss, and builds on
diversity to innovate and develop as adaptation to varying situations is necessary. Moreover,
shared heritage creates a sense of belonging within persons, leading to pride in displaying
their different religions, cultures and ethnicities which stimulates economic activities like
tourism as previously discussed.

Conclusively, this essay detailed how the “sunshine” of cultural, religious and ethnic
diversity across the ACS Membership can forge economic and technological development in
the Caribbean region despite the luckless “sunburn” of regional inequalities and obstacles,
through the “sunscreen” of cooperation and shared heritage. We become more resilient by
embracing our differences.
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