Tourism and Peace

By Jonathan Alexander

Tourism is often regarded as the lifeblood of the Greater Caribbean economy, with many countries
heavily reliant on the income it generates. In 2019, tourism accounted for 13.9% of the Caribbean’s
GDP, contributing approximately USD $61.5 billion. However, the COVID-19 pandemic caused a
significant decline, with this contribution dropping to 7.1%, or $28.8 billion. Despite this setback,
forecasts suggest that by 2032, tourism could grow to USD $100 billion, with an annual growth rate
of 6.7%, creating an additional 1.34 million jobs.[1] While these economic benefits are vital,
tourism’s potential to foster cultural understanding and peace is equally significant.

Experts emphasize that tourism drives not only economic growth but also has far-reaching social and
environmental impacts. The Association of Caribbean States (ACS) recognizes sustainable tourism as
a key focus area, acknowledging its role in job creation and its contribution to the region’s GDP. The
ACS's 2022-2028 Plan of Action prioritizes environmentally sound tourism practices aligned with
long-term conservation goals. Furthermore, tourism promotes peace through cross-cultural
understanding, enhancing regional integration and cooperation—essential for long-term prosperity.
As we celebrate World Tourism Day 2024, themed “Tourism and Peace,” it is crucial to recognize
how tourism can serve as a bridge between nations, fostering harmony and understanding.

Tourism acts as a powerful tool for promoting harmony and understanding among nations and
cultures.[2] It serves as a form of public diplomacy, leveraging soft power to persuade others
through cultural, institutional, and ideological means.[3] By fostering cultural exchanges and
enhancing international relationships, tourism can create lasting connections that transcend
borders.

Moreover, tourism enhances cultural understanding through meaningful cross-cultural interactions,
which stand in stark contrast to the isolation that can lead to narrow perspectives. When individuals
are deprived of exposure to diverse cultures, it can result in a limited worldview. Conversely,
tourism offers a unique opportunity for individuals to engage with and experience another nation’s
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culture, fostering deeper appreciation and understanding. This enriched perspective can mitigate
stereotypes, prejudices, and xenophobia, while simultaneously promoting the harmonious
coexistence of various cultures and communities. Through travel, individuals not only gain a better
understanding of different cultures but also cultivate genuine appreciation, which can lead to
increased tolerance and reduced cross-cultural tensions.

Tourism plays a vital role in fostering global cooperation and enhancing diplomatic relations among
states. By implementing safety measures and protocols, countries can create secure environments
that attract tourists, benefiting both visitors and citizens. As nations promote a peaceful and
welcoming atmosphere for tourism, they also contribute to reducing internal conflicts and crime.
Collaborative tourism initiatives not only encourage peaceful relations but also inspire states to work
together to enhance regional attractions. Such partnerships are essential for building diplomatic ties
and fostering harmonious interactions among countries.

Peace is a multi-faceted concept, and the economic benefits derived from tourism are well-
documented; its contribution to peace cannot be overlooked. Economic stability, bolstered by
tourism, can create a sense of tranquillity and peace of mind. In 2019, tourism accounted for
approximately USD $58.4 billion (14.1%) of the region’s GDP.[4] The sector generates numerous job
opportunities and supports economic growth and development. Income generated from tourism can
be reinvested to improve the standard of living for citizens, and it is often believed that economic
development correlates with reduced social discord.

Additionally, tourism can facilitate peace through the implementation of safety measures. Many
countries may choose to strengthen security protocols to attract and increase the influx of tourists,
ultimately creating a safer environment for their citizens and promoting peace by lessening internal
conflicts and crime.

Furthermore, tourism fosters global cooperation. Collaborative initiatives imply the absence of
conflict and tension, suggesting peaceful relations. Such cooperation can lead states to work
together on various initiatives to enhance regional attractions, further encouraging harmonious
relations.

In conclusion, while tourism is a cornerstone of economic development in the Greater Caribbean, its
role in promoting peace and international understanding is equally important. Tourism has the
potential to bridge gaps between diverse cultures and nations. Continued research is needed to
identify effective strategies for strengthening the relationship between tourism and peace, such as
promoting cultural diplomacy programs. A deeper exploration of the interconnection between
tourism and peace is also warranted, specifically whether tourism fosters peace or thrives only in
peaceful conditions.
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