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FIFTH SUMMIT OF THE HEADS OF STATE AND/OR GOVERNMENT OF THE STATES, COUNTRIES AND TERRITORIES OF THE

ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES (ACS)
Pétion Ville, Haiti
April 26, 2013
Revitalising the Vision of the Association of Caribbean States
For a Stronger and more United Greater Caribbean
The Heads of State and/or Government of the States, Countries and Territories of the Association of Caribbean States (ACS), meeting in Pétion Ville, Haiti, on the 26th day of April, 2013:

Committed to the principles and objectives set forth in the Convention Establishing the ACS;
Recalling our commitment to the Declaration of Principles and its Plan of Action emanating from the historic First Summit of ACS Heads of State and/or Government, convened in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago in 1995, and the priorities identified to promote regional integration, functional co-operation and coordination among the Member States and Associate Members of the ACS; 
Reaffirming the Declaration of the Second Summit in Santo Domingo, April 1999 which analyzed the progress made from Port of Spain to Santo Domingo, and determined the projection of the Caribbean Region into the 21st century;  
Reaffirming the Declaration of the Third Summit in Margarita, December 2001 which promoted conditions aimed at consolidating a Caribbean identity that would strengthen the ACS as a body for consultation, concerted action and cooperation; and 
Reaffirming the Declaration of the Fourth Summit in Panama City, July 2005, recognized the Tenth Anniversary as an appropriate occasion to reflect upon the evolution of the ACS, its achievements, challenges and its future;
1. We have met with the objective of renewing the founding vision of the Association, and commit once again to consolidating our combined efforts so that they may be instrumental in creating a stronger and more united Greater Caribbean by means of successful co-operation policies, programs and projects.
2. We are resolute with regard to the need to maintain the relevance of our Association as a body for consultation, concerted action and co-operation, so as to further consolidate its space in the current global scenario of multilateralism and regionalism.
3. We are aware of the great wealth of the cultural diversity of the Caribbean Region and as a result, we agree to intensify efforts in defence of our cultural identity, to protect and promote its expressions, given that culture unites us even amidst the existing diversity, and is one of the fundamental bases for the integration of the Caribbean peoples.

4. We insist that it is imperative to recapture from the Mandates of previous Summits of Heads of State and/or Government, the will to work in the areas of cultural patrimony, education, science and technology;
5. We acknowledge that the ACS has tremendous potential to unite its countries and territories, the states, countries and Territories of the Greater Caribbean and that this potential should be exploited. Based on work accomplished thus far, we should recognize our efforts at attaining our goals.
6. We acknowledge the need for a strategy that would lead to the institution’s programmes and projects working together in the same direction and toward the primary objective of producing tangible results with a clear impact on regional development.
7. We express our conviction that democracy, based on popular participation, the effective participation of the majority of and equitable economic and social development, the protection of human rights, and fundamental freedoms and respect for the Rule of Law, is the essential principle which informs the governance of our states and territories.

8. We reiterate our firm commitment to the principles enshrined in the United Nations Charter, with particular reference to sovereignty of nations, respect for territorial integrity and non-intervention in internal matters, as well as the right of each people to build its own political system in peace, stability and justice.  In this context, we reiterate yet again our appeal to the Government of the United States of America to end the application of the Helms-Burton Law, in conformity with the pertinent resolutions approved within the United Nations General Assembly, and to put an end to the economic, commercial and financial embargo imposed against our sister nation, Cuba
.
New 9. We applaud the creation of various organizations in the Americas and the initiatives undertaken by them such as:
9.1 We salute We recognize the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC), created on February 23, 2010 during the Rio Group – Caribbean Community Unity Summit of Heads of State and Government, held in Riviera Maya, Mexico, with the vision of promoting integration among, and development of. Latin American and Caribbean countries. We acknowledge, additionally, the CELAC Statute of Proceedings approved at the 1st CELAC Summit held in Caracas, Venezuela on December 2-3, 2011.

9.2 We acknowledge the commitment expressed by the Heads of Government of CARICOM at their 23rd Intersessional Meeting held on 8-9 March, 2012 in Suriname for the CELAC process and applaud CARICOM’s efforts to foster and advance integration initiatives in the Region. 

9.3 We further acknowledge the recognition of the ACS by CARICOM’s Council for Foreign and Community Relations (COFCOR) at its 15th meeting in May 2012, pledging to strengthen relations and continue close collaboration with, and active participation in, the Association.

9.4 We recognize the integration efforts advanced in the region such as PETROCARIBE and the Bolivarian Alternative for the peoples of our America –ALBA-, as integration schemes with high social content, based on the principles of social justice, complementarity and co-operation
9.5 We applaud the Inauguration of the Regional Assembly of the Organization of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) in Antigua during the month of August 2012.  
10. 
We recognize the efforts of the international community in support of, and in solidarity with, Haiti, and urge the fulfilment of avowed commitments towards Haiti’s development, social integration and reconstruction of this country and reconstruction efforts
.
11. 
We take note of the achievements and decisions of the Thirty-third Regular Meeting of the Conference of Heads of Government of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) held on July 4th in St.Lucia
. 
12. 
We reiterate our commitment to preserve the Caribbean Sea as part of the  Common Patrimony of the people of the Region, and to continue supporting the work and initiatives of the Caribbean Sea Commission.
13. 
We recognize the contributions made in this regard by the Member States of the ACS, particularly Barbados during the terms served as Chair of the afore-mentioned Commission; as well as observer countries and institutions which have collaborated closely with the Commission.
14. 
We welcome the global endorsement and recognition received by the Caribbean Sea Commission, and in particular its mention in the Report published by the UN Secretary General’s High Level Panel on Global Sustainability in January 2012.

15. 
We recall that the 3rd CARICOM/SICA Summit held in El Salvador in August 2011, recognized the significance of the Caribbean Sea as an important resource for the economic development, livelihood and future well-being of the people of the two sub-regions, and agree to continue to support the efforts of the ACS in developing and implementing regional initiatives for the protection and preservation of this patrimony.
16.  
Recognizing that the international arena is  enriched by an increase in the  number of regional and international bodies and fora which provide  new opportunities  for consultation, cooperation and financing, we are of the fervent belief that  the ACS should strengthen its relations with its existing partners, and intensify its efforts to forge new relations in that regard.  To that end, we encourage the Secretary General to capitalize on these new opportunities through the full utilization of the resources of the Secretariat. 

17. 
Recognising the vulnerability of Member States to Natural Disasters
 and their negative impact on efforts geared toward achieving sustainable development, we agree that the best way to tackle this vulnerability is to incorporate disaster risk reduction and management into development plans and policies, and we reaffirm the importance of international and regional co-operation in this field.
18. 
We recall and support the updating and revalidation of the Saint-Marc Plan of Action and its 27 points, defined during the High Level Conference on Disaster Reduction of the Association of Caribbean States, as the guide for the ACS Work Programme in the area of disaster risk reduction.
19. 
We acknowledge the close collaboration of the ACS with specialised regional organisations, such as Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency (CDEMA), Coordination Centre for the Prevention of Natural Disasters in Central America (CEPREDENAC as per its Spanish Acronym), United Nations Development Programmes (UNDP), International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR) and the International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), and the Pan-American Health Organisation (PAHO), among others. We view this collaboration, guided by  the Disaster Risk Reduction Directorate, as critical for the development of a regional strategy in the area of disaster prevention and recovery management.
20. 
We recognise that most of the disasters natural phenomena in the Greater Caribbean region are hydrometeorological in nature (approximately 70%). The most common ones are hurricanes and tropical storms and floods.  We also recognize that the destruction wrought by such disasters can have a severe impact on the economies of our countries. The ACS will continue to develop its activities in the area of early warning systems with respect to hydrometeorological risks, so as to expand information exchange at the regional and bilateral levels, regarding the results obtained by means of these systems, and in this way support similar national initiatives of regional impact
. 
21.
We recommend the development and strengthening of the various means of land, air and sea communication which contribute in a more efficient manner to the unification of the nations of the Greater Caribbean.  In this regard, we highlight the entry into force of the Air Transport Agreement among the Member States and Associate Members of the ACS, with ratifications received from 10 Member Countries, and further recognise and underscore the approval of the Map of Maritime Routes of the Greater Caribbean. We also acknowledge the significance of the Caribbean Maritime Port Strategy, proposed with a view to producing a competitive maritime sector that is capable of satisfying the foreign trade needs of the Greater Caribbean, and which is included among the strategic proposals for the promotion of communication infrastructure
.
21.1
The ACS applauds every effort towards the expansion of cooperation and  exchange of experiences, towards the strengthening of human security and national sovereignties, so that the Greater Caribbean can traverse a path of total peace

.

22.
We recognize and support a cross-cutting gender approach in the formulation of policies, plans and actions related to the priority programs of the ACS. 
23.
We urge Member States to ratify the Convention Establishing the Sustainable Tourism of the Caribbean (STZC) and its Protocol, so that both instruments can enter into force.  We encourage Member States to hasten the implementation of their attendant commitments within the framework of the STZC.  We believe this initiative will promote the advancements made by the Greater Caribbean in incorporating the principles of sustainable development into integrated tourism planning at the global level.  
24. 
We recommend that efforts be continued towards the establishment of the Association of Cruise-ship Destinations of the Caribbean, approved by the Ministerial Council in February 2012.

25. 
We recall the ACS mandate as it relates to the thematic area of Trade; and the intent of Caribbean Leaders to create within the Greater Caribbean region a consolidated economic space to the benefit of all Regional stake-holders; and bearing in mind the juncture at which the Association finds itself, and the present state of the World Trading System, it is imperative that attention be given to critical steps/strategies, and catalytic approaches that can be initiated at various levels towards achieving one of the principal goals of the ACS - enhancing trade and investment within the Greater Caribbean Region. 

26. 
We reiterate the importance of political dialogue among the Heads of State and/or Government of the ACS, and the organization’s role as an important forum for co-operation, consultation and concerted action within the region.
27. 
We celebrate the election in February 2012, of the Secretary General of the Association of Caribbean States, Dr. Alfonso David Múnera Cavadía, and we hereby express our confidence in his efforts which, given the steps he has already taken, will redound to the benefit of our Association.
28.
We express our deep appreciation to President Michel Joseph Martelly, and to the People and Government of Haiti, for the warm welcome and hospitality shown during the convening of the 5th ACS Summit of Heads of State and/or Government of the Association of Caribbean States. 

28.1  
We avail ourselves of this noble opportunity to express our admiration for Haiti. The world owes a debt of gratitude to the Haitian people who were the first to abolish slavery completely, and equally confronted colonialism and so establishing the possibility of citizenship for all human beings regardless of their race and to all people the inalienable right to self-determination.
In order to promote the goals and objectives set forth in this Declaration, we agree to adopt and execute the Plan of Action attached, and instruct the Ministerial Council, in accordance with Article VIII of the Convention Establishing the Association of Caribbean States, to follow up and evaluate its implementation at its next Ordinary Meeting and to formulate policies and guidelines to guarantee its execution in the shortest time possible.
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�See last UN Resolution on the Helms Burton Law. Return to this item.


�The Dominican Republic will provide text to complement this paragraph.


�Paragraph to be maintained for now. Once 2013 meeting is completed in Haiti, information to be changed.


�Consultation recommended regarding  the change of the term Disasters for Phenomena. ACS DRR  recommends that this term be maintained.


�Consideration was give to Mexico’s proposals and it was agreed that a paragraph should be included to demonstrate strong support for the strengthening of Haiti.


�The elimination of visas was proposed to facilitate the movement of people in the Greater Caribbean, as well as business. It was felt that the issue should be presented formally by the Ministry of Colombia, and the other countries that are willing to support it.


� To be re-visited.


�


In terms of security, review of the proposals and comments from Mexico, Colombia and Trinidad and Tobago to strengthen efforts to combat transnational crime remains pending.
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