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CONCEPT DOCUMENT FOR THE 5TH SUMMIT OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF THE GREATER CARIBBEAN PREPARED BY THE NATIONAL COORDINATION UNIT OF THE SUMMIT
“TOWARD THE RENEWAL OF THE FOUNDING VISION OF THE ACS: WORKING TOWARD A STRONG AND INTEGRATED GREATER CARIBBEAN”
I. Background.-
On July 24, 1994, amidst the triumphant discourse of the proponents of globalisation, the Heads of State and Government of the Caribbean region met in Cartagena de Indias, Republic of Colombia, and signed the Convention establishing the Association of Caribbean States (ACS). 
The Association was launched with the objective of bringing together the States, Countries and Territories washed by the Caribbean Sea on the one other hand, and developing functional cooperation among the Member States and Associate Members of the organisation and the geographical sub-regions that make up the Greater Caribbean cultural space, on the other. Over time, the ACS therefore became the organisation of the Greater Caribbean that evolved on the basis of dialogue, consultation and concerted action. 

II. Context.-
Since its establishment, the ACS has organised four (4) Summits of Heads of State and Government. They met in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, in August 1995; Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, in April 1999; Margarita Island, Venezuela, in December 2001; and Panama City, Republic of Panama, in July 2005. Since then, the need to organise a new Summit became evident and the Haitian authorities have given expression thereto. Indeed, the President of the Republic of Haiti, His Excellency Michel Joseph Martelly, on the very day of his oath of office, May 14, 2011, suggested to the then Secretary General the convening of the 5th Summit of the ACS in Haiti. At the last meeting of the Ministerial Council, the Association entrusted to Haiti the organisation of said Summit, following the unanimous decision of its members. With their collaboration and participation, the Haitian authorities have committed to make this 5th ACS Summit a great national, regional and international event.

The world currently faces serious political, economic, social and environmental problems. The international economic and financial crisis, coupled with the uncontrollable geological and meteorological phenomena, inter alia, have a definite impact on both human beings and their environment. These problems endanger millions of human lives, adversely affect the fauna and flora almost everywhere on planet Earth and directly impact, in one way or another, the States, Countries and Territories of the Greater Caribbean. 

III. Rationale.- 
The challenges are enormous. In order to resolve this worrying situation with its countless challenges, there is a need to redouble our efforts and to take immediate action. The problems facing the region must be brought to the fore and analysed with a view to finding appropriate solutions through consultation. Consequently, it is important that the highest authorities of the region send a clear, strong political signal to the rest of the world in this regard; hence the need for this Summit. The problems faced by the region must be brought to the fore, recorded and analysed at the highest level with a view to finding the appropriate solutions.
It is with this intention that the Heads of State and Government of the Greater Caribbean will meet in Haiti in November. The Summit will provide the opportunity to discuss, inter alia, the economic and financial crisis and the social, economic and environmental problems facing their respective countries. More importantly, this Summit will enable them to put forward their common proposals on these wide-ranging problems and issues related to politics, economics and finance, economic integration and regional cooperation. The decision-making will focus on appropriate solutions aimed at bringing to an end the economic austerity imposed on the most vulnerable sectors, as well as on the effective implementation of sustainable development and public policies geared toward preserving human dignity. In so doing, they will claim their well-deserved place in the international governance of the States and nations, in particular the populations that are completely or partially washed by the Caribbean Sea.

Moreover, through the Heads of State and Government of the Greater Caribbean, the ACS, as a regional group, will make known its position on key international issues and the ways and means that it intends to adopt in order to play the political role that is required of it in Latin-American and Caribbean multilateralism. 

IV. Objectives of the Summit.-
The Summit will enable the representatives of the 25 Member States and 3 Associate Members of the Association to discuss, inter alia, the measures to be taken to reform the ACS and strengthen regional cooperation, the integration process and relations among the States, Countries and Territories of the Greater Caribbean, in order to effectively tackle the social, economic and environmental problems faced by their respective countries. In particular, the Summit will provide the opportunity for the Heads to engage in fruitful exchanges and make known their common positions on these large-scale problems.   
The decision-making will focus on public policies aimed at enhancing human dignity and ensuring sustainable development. This will enable the Heads of State of the Caribbean to claim their well-deserved place in the international governance of the States and nations.
Moreover, through the Heads of State and Government of the Greater Caribbean, the ACS, as a regional group, will make known its position on key international issues and the ways and means that it intends to adopt in order to play the political role that is required of it in Latin-American and Caribbean multilateralism. 
The 5th Summit of Heads of State and Government of the ACS will also facilitate:

In general, the 5th Summit of Heads of State and Government of the ACS will seek to achieve the following aims and objectives:

1) Renew the founding ideal that gave rise to the Association, i.e. bringing together on one hand the States, Nations and Countries that are completely or partially washed by the Caribbean Sea, and on the other hand the sub-regions of the Greater Caribbean, through dialogue, consultation and concerted action;

2) Give greater political visibility to the Association, which represents the cultural and geopolitical space of the Greater Caribbean;

3) Send a strong political signal to the world that the Greater Caribbean wants to take responsibility and is ready to begin new negotiations with the rest of the international community;

4) Discuss and adopt a plan of action for the coming years with a view to strengthening the Association’s response capabilities toward its Member States and Associate Members;

5) Develop and strengthen functional cooperation among the Member States and Associate Members of the Association;

6) Adopt concrete and effective measures for the protection of the Caribbean Sea, the common patrimony of the Greater Caribbean people.

7) Promote the cultural diversity of the Caribbean People, Territories and States, preserve and protect their different forms of expression; 

8) Promote science and technology among the peoples of the Greater Caribbean. This promotion will take place through greater interaction and exchanges among the universities and cultural institutions comprising the Greater Caribbean.

V. Summit Themes.-
The Summit will cover a certain number of items relating to the socioeconomic conditions of the people of the Greater Caribbean. It will also perform an analysis of the consequences of the international economic crisis and geological and meteorological phenomena, which are the sources of real natural disasters in many countries of the region. Also on the agenda will be the possibility of establishing a rapid response fund and team in the event of a natural disaster in the Greater Caribbean. 

It goes without saying that the main areas of work of the ACS, namely sustainable tourism, air and maritime transport within the region to unite the Caribbean by air and sea, trade and investment development, as well as disaster risk reduction will also be discussed based on a new vision. In addition, the symbolic issue of the management and protection of the Caribbean Sea will also be a key item on the agenda for discussions. Similarly, the administrative and financial structures of the Association as well as the operations of the Special Fund, which should be in a position to function regularly and efficiently, will also be discussed. 

Beyond these matters which continue to occupy an important place in the lives of the people of the region, the objective will be to define a common work agenda for the 21st century at the level of the Greater Caribbean. The main objective of the said agenda is to draw the Member States and Associate Members of the Association closer together and to foster even greater solidarity among them through functional cooperation.

VI. Summit Programme.-
The 5th ACS Summit will be held at the Club Indigo Hotel, in the seaside resort of Côte des Arcadins, in the district of Montrouis, in close proximity to the town of Saint-Marc, at the heart of the Republic of Haiti. The Summit will take place under the central theme: “Toward the renewal of the founding vision of the ACS: working toward a strong and united Greater Caribbean”. 
The Summit will occur over a period of four days, from November 26 to 29, 2012. The first two days will be devoted to preparatory meetings of the high level officials on the main themes of the programme. 
On the third day, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the Member States and Associate Members of the Association will ratify the Summit documents, including the Haiti Declaration and the 2012 Plan of Action of the ACS. 
On the fourth and final day, the Heads of State and Government will engage in political dialogue on the founding and renewed vision of the ACS and the promotion of a strong and integrated Greater Caribbean, and will proceed to sign the above-mentioned documents. In addition, the Heads of State and Government will also consider the most adequate means of taking concerted political action in the economic, social and environmental spheres, which may have an impact on the lives of the people of the region. 

It should be noted that the final Summit Declaration will include a Plan of Action, thereby underscoring the fact that the mandates will not merely amount to lip service, but will result in effective guidelines, which, on the one hand, will allow for the establishment of dialogue, consultation and functional cooperation among the Member States and Associate Members, and on the other hand, will bring together, through concrete actions, the different geographic sub-regions of the Greater Caribbean. In this regard, the 5th Summit of the ACS aims to be a forum of discussions that will make concrete decisions over time and in the extended space of the evolving Caribbean Sea.
VII. Expected results.-
The Heads of State and Government who will participate in the 5th ACS Summit will sign the Haiti Declaration and adopt the strategic Plan of Action of the ACS. The latter will include effective guidelines, on the one hand, to facilitate the establishment of dialogue, consultation and functional cooperation among the Member States and Associate Members and, on the other hand, to bring together, through concrete actions, the different geographic sub-regions of the Greater Caribbean.
In addition, a Summit Report will be published, which will contain, inter alia, the discussion items and the recommendations. In this regard, the 5th Summit of the ACS aims to re-establish the Association on new bases in accordance with the objectives of economic integration and functional cooperation.
Moreover, the 5th Summit will give greater visibility to the ACS as a sub-regional organisation, as well as to the different Member States and Associate Members of the organisation. To a very large extent, the 5th Summit of Heads of State and Government of the ACS will strengthen the organisation in the current international context that is dominated by multilateralism.
Finally, the 5th Summit of the ACS aims to be a historic meeting, which will define a long process for the establishment of integrated and integrating projects and programmes aimed at ensuring a stronger Greater Caribbean and unifying it around the fundamental issues of its existence. In this regard, the 5th Summit will seek to effect change: following the meeting there will be a platform of concrete actions with which the people of the Greater Caribbean will be able to identify and ensure its implementation over time and in each individual country.
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