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Hopes high for the future of
the C’bean Sea Commission

THERE is a lot of opti-
mism among regional
stakeholders as it re-
lates to getting the
Caribbean Sea
Commission fully op-
erational.

That is aceording to Dr.
Robin Mahon, director of
the Centre for Resource
Management and
Envirenmental Studies
(CERMES

Speaking with the

Barbados Advocate re-
cently, Mahon said that
wag evident at the re-
cently  held Ocean
sovernance Conference
on the Caribbean Sea
Commission. He added
that, as expected, there
are also some stakehold-
ers who are offered points
of caution that should be
considered as they press
ahead with plans to oper-
ationalise the Carihbean
Sea Commission, to man-
age the living marine re-
sources in the region and
thereby ensure the sus-
tainabitity  for the
Caribbean Sea.
We are dealing with a
tot of regional orgunisa-
tions that already have
their mandates, ... their
turf and activities. and
we are talking about a
relatively new organisa-
tion that will overarch
and draw together all of
these organisations 1o ud-
dress problems at a full
regional level” he said.

Dr. Mahon noted that
those o the ground are
working quite diligently
to get the process going,
and there is only need
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now Lo ensure that the in-
formation makes its way
to the policymakers,
“The Caribbean Sea is-
sues are all transbound-
ary in nature and we are
moving towards o re-
gional fevel . of co-opers
ation in addressing thuse
issues and a form of co-
operation for reaching
the highest level of poliey-
makers. So 1 would say
that we are definitely
moving in the right direc.

Dr. Robin Mahon, Director of

tion, after years of some-
what fragmented and un-
coordinated approaches.”
he added.

The CERMES director
satd that while
Cuaribbean governments
have ahviously agreed
that there ix a need 10
protect the Caribbean
Sea and the resources it
holds, there is also a def-
inite need to get the
wider Caribbenan public to
gel on board. which he

the Centre for Resource Mahéger;neht and

contended 15 necessary
for the success of the
Commission

“That is a hig challenge
and we have a number of
arganisations that spe-
cialise in that... but ]
think that we recognise
that that would require
effort from every organi-
sation and at the national
tevel, but it s certainly
<een as an important
component of the work of
the Commission.” GRTY






