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Rapporteur’s Report of the 11th Meeting of the Caribbean Sea Commission, 
Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, 14th June 2010

ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES (ACS)

12th MEETING OF THE CARIBBEAN SEA COMMISSION

Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, January 22, 2013
ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES

11TH MEETING OF THE CARIBBEAN SEA COMMISSION

Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, June 14, 2010

RAPPORTEUR’S REPORT
(Secretariat)
The Eleventh (11th) Meeting of the Caribbean Sea Commission was held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, on June 14, 2010. The Board consisted of Barbados (represented by the Honorable Donville Innis, Minister of Health of Barbados), as Chairman, the Republic of Guatemala (represented by the Honorable Victor Ramirez Scaglia, First Secretary and Consul) and the Republic of Panama (represented by H.E. Ambassador Arline Gonzales Costa) as Vice-Chairs. 
The Secretariat of the ACS, Rapporteur to the Commission was represented by Ambassador Luis Fernando Andrade Falla, Secretary General of the ACS. 
In attendance were 8 Member States and 1 Founding Observer at the Meeting. The list of Participants is attached as Annex 1 to this report.

Opening Ceremony

The Chairman welcomed the delegations of the Caribbean Sea Commission (CSC) and apologized for the absence of the Honorable Maxine McLean, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Barbados, official appointed to preside over CSC meetings, whom he informed was unable to attend due to an important commitment in Burkina Faso. He then announced that this 11th Meeting of the CSC is set to discuss a full agenda of matters that reflect the advancement of tasks realized since the 10th Meeting of the Commission. He went on to highlight the importance of the on-going work of the Caribbean Sea Commission, placing special emphasis on those who shoulder its progression. He then posited the import of open dialogue in fostering Caribbean engagement and coordination, which are required to adopt a more cohesive regional approach in the governance of our common patrimony, the Caribbean Sea. In conclusion, he anticipated a productive meeting. This document features as Annex II to this report.
For his part, the Secretary General thanked the delegations present, and expressed the honor of having Mr Donville Innis as chairman of this meeting.  He stated that Minister Innis led the ACS delegation to the UN in 2008 with outstanding performance. The Secretary General commented on the present agenda, which reflects the work progress made so far, and the activities planned for the second semester of this year. He then acknowledged the experts, who work with the CSC initiative, as well as the support and work done by ECLAC, other organizations, and donor countries.   

I. Adoption of the Agenda and other Procedural Matters

At the request of the Chairman, the Meeting amended the Agenda to allow for the inclusion of the presentation of a proposal submitted by the Republic of South Korea regarding cooperation in human resources in support of the CSC, and the issue of the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico and its potential implications for the Caribbean Sea. These are to appear under item VII (Any Other Business). The approved Agenda is presented as Annex III.
II. Presentation of the Statement of Expenditure of the Financial Resources granted for the Work of the Caribbean Sea Commission. 
The Secretary General presented the document, which reflects the audited expenditures of the previous year. He informed that cuts in expenditures for meetings were made due to the global financial crisis; as such teleconferencing has been implemented in some instances, as an alternative. See Annex IV.
The delegation of Mexico, for his part acknowledged the work done so far by the Commission, with special emphasis on the role Barbados plays in its promotion. He requested that a more detailed document be presented detailing especially the origin and execution of resources. The Secretary General assured the meeting that the report will be revised to reflect these observations. He then added that the budgetary entity of the Commission is about to be instituted, and will thus assume such responsibilities. He further reminded the meeting of Barbados’ commitment to providing the Commission with a mechanism for administrative and financial management, and as such made a request for this document so as to assist in this matter.  
The delegation of Cuba in her intervention recalled that at the 10th meeting of the Commission in Guatemala, the setting up of this sub-committee was agreed to in addition to the detailing of subsequent budgetary reports to come before the Commission. These standards, she cautioned, must be adhered to at all times. The Chair concluded that the setting of a date for the first meeting of the Budget Committee is a matter of urgency, and that a revised document should be presented to the CSC.
III. Discussion on the Process of the Institutionalization of the Caribbean Sea Commission 
· Plenary discussion of the Draft Report of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Commissions

The Secretary General informed that advancement made regarding this sub-commission is included in the report, which was circulated to the membership. He added that as a complement, a conference has also been organized to take place in Barbados on July 7-9, 2010. This conference he assured has been financed by the Republic of Finland and is geared to provide the Commission with the necessary mechanism for optimal functioning. The Secretary General opined the import of linking the Large Marine Eco-System Project (LME) to the CSC.  

The Chair recognized the valuable contribution of the Republic of Finland to this project.
For his part, Professor John Agard pinpointed that the Global Environmental facility grant for the Large Marine Eco-system project (LME), which is supported by all Caribbean countries through the Inter-Oceanic Caribbean Commission (IOCaribe), has already received funding. The LME project he reprised is a follow up to the Caribbean Sea Eco-System Assessment (CARSE) project, which is part of millennium ecosystem assessment. Its focus encompasses key themes such as Fisheries, Pollution and Climate Change. He reported that several meetings and training sessions have been held by representatives of the Caribbean community and scientists, at which common governance was a key issue. This information is to be made available to the ACS Secretariat. The same he suggested can be used for the implementation of policies, so as to foster inter-sectoral communication. The Professor declared that the LME is a pilot study and as such is set up so as to encourage its use as reference. He concluded by highlighting the significance of learning from our predecessors in this regard, e.g. Indian Ocean and Baltic Sea. He added that for the meeting scheduled to be held on July 7-9 in Barbados, efforts are currently being made to gather consistent data, which may eventually influence policies. The Chair acknowledged the work and commitment of Professor Agard. He concluded by encouraging the proposal regarding the use of the framework established for these Sub-Commissions. 

The representative of the delegation of the Economic Commission of Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) in her intervention echoed the importance of this project for the Commission, and queried as to the stage of implementation of the Work Programme of the CSC, which was draft by ECLAC in 2008, to which the Secretary General informed that this document served as guide for an action plan of the CSC and was especially valuable in the drafting of the report, which was submitted to the United Nations’ General Assembly in 2008; however, he indicated that this programme has not yet been adopted at the Ministerial level. He then extended invitation to ECLAC for the Commission’s up-coming conference in Barbados, and their continued commitment to work with the ACS. 

The delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela in her intervention made request for information regarding the Sub-commissions. In response, the Secretary General informed that the Sub-commissions have not yet been approved and that the Commission is presently at the discussion stage. This information he expressed has been sent out to the membership of the ACS for comments. He added that a conference is being organized at which a proposal for the operationalisation of the same is to be presented submitted. 
The delegation of Mexico requested information with regards to the structure and members of the sub-commissions. He also sought further clarification. 

· Plenary discussion on the Legal Sub-Commission
The Secretary General informed the Meeting that this sub-commission is also at its preliminary stage. He further thanked the delegations of Costa Rica and Barbados for appointing experts, and encouraged other delegations to do similarly. The delegation of Cuba informed of its intention to submit two names to this position. 

· Plenary Discussion on the advancement of the Governance Sub-commission and the Appointment of the Co-Chair by SICA as well as the Nomination of a representative of CARICOM

The Secretary General informed the meeting that the Central American System for Integration (SICA) has already appointed a representative to the Sub commission and that the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) is expected to follow suit; after which discussions will ensue. He highlighted that this issue was given high importance at the last meeting of CARICOM Ministers of Foreign Affairs Council (COFCOR). The Chair added that this is also the case for the up-coming CARICOM meeting of heads of states and governments to be held in July in Jamaica.   

· Plenary discussion of the Report and Proposals of the 2nd Meeting of the Advisory Committee of the Caribbean Sea Commission and the proposed Expert Seminar Scheduled for July/August.  
As was decided at last Commission’s meeting in Guatemala, the Secretary General recalled, an advisory forum will be established to discuss the outcome of the up-coming meeting in Barbados, which will subsequently be made available to the CSC. 

The delegation of Barbados strongly encouraged the other delegations to support this conference since the Caribbean Sea is of vital importance for all states, especially in light of recent disasters. This sentiment was echoed by Professor John Agard, who declared the positive implications to be hewn from dealing with this matter collectively. The delegation of Trinidad and Tobago pledged its support.
· Draft Report to the United Nations Secretary General for the 65th United Nations General Assembly 

The Secretary General applauded the work done by the experts with this report, which was made available to Member States and Associate Members. 

Professor John Agard intervened and outlined the following observations:

· There is need for the implementation and maintenance of a network structure that engenders data and information sharing, in order to best manage our common resources.
· There is urgent need to form the Sub-Committees. Possible co-chairs have already been appointed.
· Spain and other members of the European Union have recently demonstrated interest in supporting the project.

· The United Nations suggested that Caribbean States should take part in bi lateral agreements that are involved in the mitigation of pollution in the Caribbean Sea. Some countries have so far signed and/or ratified this convention; however, the CSC should monitor and promote ratification. 
· The import of the LME to the Caribbean as was previously mentioned is of vital import.

· There are on-going training programmes in human resource development.
· There is a need to appoint legal experts to deal with the legal implications regarding the enforcing of this initiative.
The representative of ECLAC reiterated the need to form the Legal Sub-Commission, since her organization’s work is based on international agreements. She further declared that ECLAC is available for any further clarification. The delegation of Cuba thanked Professor John Agard and the representative of ECLAC for their interventions, and the Secretary General informed that the document will be submitted to the United Nations’ unit responsible for its preparation thence to the General Assembly, but with the understanding that there is to be future changes. The Chair encouraged the collective support of all members for this initiative. The meeting thanked the University of the West Indies and ECLAC for their on-going support. 
The delegation of Mexico also expressed appreciation to the aforementioned, and inquired as to the transmittal of the document, to which the Secretary General informed that the report is to be submitted to the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs Division for Sustainable Development, unit responsible for the preparation of the report prior to its submittal. 
The delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela in her intervention recalled the directives and timeline established at the last Executive Board meeting regarding the submittal of the draft report to the Secretary General of the United Nations. The Secretary General informed that the document is a technical one as against political but reiterated that nonetheless, it would be made available for comments from the ACS membership. 
The delegation of Panama requested two days in which to send comments, and that of Cuba announced that it fully supports the present document, and encouraged that there should be a consensus on this issue.
In conclusion the Secretary General informed that the report is caption will be sent on June 14, 2010 with the understanding that it is not the final version, and as such Member States and Associate Members will have still have the opportunity to send comments until June 21, 2010, as was agreed at the 34th Executive Board Meeting.
IV. Discussion of the Future Activities of the Caribbean Sea Commission. 
The Secretary General underscored the on-going work a propos formalizing the relationship between the ACS and CARICOM.
The delegation of Barbados extended proposal to host the next inter-secretariat meeting. The Chair declared that the date needs to be decided upon as soon as possible. 
V. Date and Venue of the 1st Meeting of the Budget Committee, the  2nd Meeting of The Scientific and Technical Sub Commission, the Legal Sub Commission, the Governance and Public Outreach Sub Commission and the 3rd Meeting of the Advisory Committee 

The Chairman reaffirms the commitment of Barbados regarding a document on guidelines and framework for the presentation of the financial statements of the CSC. This should be provided prior to the first meeting of the Budget Sub-committee on July 30, 2010 at the ACS headquarters. Thereafter he declared that the meetings of the other Sub Commissions i.e. the Governance and Public Outreach Sub Commissions, as well as the 3rd Meeting of the Advisory need to take place soon, at least before any meeting takes place with the UN. 

The delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela made request for a work plan and reasonable timeframe before the convening of the Budget Committee Meeting. 
The Meeting agreed that the Secretary General and the Chairman will develop within the next few weeks a structure relative to the work of the Committee, which needs to be delineated on the Agenda of this Budget Committee Meeting.
The delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuelan expressed her gratitude to the Chair for such mechanisms and suggested the same be adopted with respect to the other Sub-Commissions, to which the Chair acceded. 

The Chair closed discussions on this item by informing the delegations that they will be duly informed as to progress every step of the way.
VI. Any Other Business

· Implications of the British Petroleum’ Oil Spill in the Gulf of Mexico

The Chair informed the meeting that although Member States have not been directly affected, note should be taken that several political and technical issues have surfaced as a result. Thus, it ought to be an important item for discussion on the agenda of the CSC, 

The delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela expressed regret for this situation which occurred at the border of its sister state, and highlighted that this important issue must be noted by the region. She recalled that her government has called for the implementation of mechanisms to prevent this situation from occurring in the Caribbean Sea. Similar sentiments were echoed by the delegation of Trinidad and Tobago 
Professor John Agard stated that this situation may have economic impact on three of our Member States, namely Mexico, the Bahamas and Cuba, and thus the region by extension. He suggested

· that in the event of such occurrence, the perpetrator has comprehensive insurance coverage 

· that Member States implement laws or regulations regarding pollution via the disposal of waste in the Caribbean waters.
· that the issue need to be tabled on our agenda with high importance. 
The professor in conclusion observed that British Petroleum has only compensated the United States, although the effects are more far reaching. He encouraged the delegations to pay keen attention to the environmental and political happenings surrounding this issue. 
The representative of ECLAC stated that the Bahamas was not party to the Convention for protection on Oil Spills. She purported that it is imperative that Member States become party to the necessary conventions intended to protect the region from such occurrences.   

The delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela advised that there be information sharing among Member States in this regard.  

The delegation of Mexico suggested that the Secretariat along with an appointed expert group be tasked with the responsibility of monitoring and evaluating the situation. Gathered information should then be disseminated to the membership.

The Secretary General presented the proposal of the Republic of Korea, to provide the ACS Secretariat with interns.
The delegation of Trinidad and Tobago: expressed the view that ACS internship should be left for persons from the Caribbean region; however, she expressed that it is a generous gesture.  

The delegation of Mexico encouraged the delegations to weigh the pros and cons of the initiative, and encouraged that there be the implementation of a regularized mechanism for this sort of gesture. As such he posited that his delegation wish not to issue comments at this time.   

The delegation of Barbados stated that he would like to remain cautious. He advised similar actions on the part of his colleagues 

VII. Conclusions and Decision of the 11th Meeting of the Caribbean Sea Commission

The Meeting decided on the following:

· A document containing structure and guidelines regarding the up-coming Budget Sub-Committee must be draft by the Chair and the Secretary General.

· The Secretary General is to prepare a revised document on the statement of expenditures regarding the work of the CSC for the last year. This document is to include the origin of expenditure and specifics regarding the execution of same. The Chair, in keeping with its commitment, will assist the Secretariat with the drafting of this document.
· Comments regarding the Draft report to the Secretary General of the United Nations must be submitted by June 21, 2010, in keeping with what was agreed at the 34th Executive Board Meeting. The Secretary General will provide the Member States and Associate Members with information with respect to the date of the Meeting with the United Nations, and all other pertinent matters.

· The Secretariat and the Chair is to inform as to the date of the next inter-secretariat meeting (ACS/CARICOM/SICA), as well the date for the next CSC Meeting. The next CSC meeting is to take place before that of the ACS with the UN.
· The Secretariat with the help of an expert group is to monitor and evaluate the situation of the BP Oil spill and present findings to the membership.

· The proposal of the Republic of Korea should be discussed at the level of the ACS. 
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