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Draft Ministerial Council Agreement on the work of the Caribbean Sea Commission

ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES (ACS)

12th MEETING OF THE CARIBBEAN SEA COMMISSION

Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, January 22, 2013
ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES (ACS) 

SEVENTEENTH ORDINARY MEETING OF THE MINISTERIAL COUNCIL

Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, February 10, 2012

Agreement No. /

AGREEMENT TO ENDORSE THE RECOMMENDATIONS CONTAINED IN THE REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE CARIBBEAN SEA COMMISSION ON THE WAY FORWARD IN ORDER TO HAVE THE CARIBBEAN SEA DECLARED A SPECIAL AREA

The Ministerial Council,

Cognizant: 

Of the Convention Establishing the Association of the Caribbean States, in particular, Article III (i) (b) and (c), Article III (ii) (d), (e) and (f) and Articles V and XV (a) and (f);

Mindful: 

Of the Summit Declaration by the Heads of State and Government particularly the Fourth Summit held in Panama City, Panama in which the Caribbean Sea Initiative was proposed as a permanent item on the work of the agenda of the Ministerial Council;

Considering: 
Agreement No. 6/06, which established the Caribbean Sea Commission for the purpose of the implementation of the Caribbean Sea Initiative;

Also mindful of: 

The United Nations General Assembly Resolution A/Res/65/155 entitled “Towards the sustainable development of the Caribbean Sea for present and future generations” and the adoption by the General Assembly of the Organisation of American States (OAS) of Resolution AG/RES.2001 (XLI-0/11) entitled “Support for the Work of the Caribbean Sea Commission”;

Recognising and commending: 

The efforts of ACS partner countries and institutions that have already given generously to the work of the Commission and that continue to monitor its work and progress, with a view to lending further assistance and encouraging other stakeholders to support the work and activities of the Commission;

Noting with appreciation: 
The considerations of the outcomes of the Third Joint CARICOM-SICA Summit, held on August 19, 2011 in El Salvador and in particular the agreement of the meeting to recognize the significance of the Caribbean Sea as an important resource for the economic development, livelihood and future well-being of the people of the two subregions, and agreement to continue to support the efforts of the ACS in developing and implementing regional initiatives for the protection and preservation of this patrimony;
Appreciative: 
Of the efforts of the Prime Minister of Barbados, the Honourable Freundel Stuart, Q.C. M.P, for broaching the matter of oceans governance and in this regard, the Caribbean Sea Commission at the level of the United Nations Secretary-General’s High Level Panel on Global Sustainability, on which he is a member, consideration of this matter by the Panel within the context of its deliberations and in particular, its mention of the Caribbean Sea Commission as a model framework of cooperation at a regional, integrated and eco-system level in pursuit of ocean governance;

Also appreciative: 
Of the key role played by the University of the West Indies in support of the work of the Commission, the pivotal role of its experts in advancing the Commission’s work and the conclusion of the  ACS-UWI Network to further advance the Commission’s work; 
Considering: 

The various oceans governance processes ongoing and being developed at the national, sub-regional, regional, hemispheric and multilateral level and the importance of the Commission’s selective engagement in such processes to gain greater recognition for itself and  new and additional resources for its work;

Acknowledging: 

The contributions of Turkey and Finland to the resources of the Commission; 
Bearing in mind: 
The centrality of the Caribbean Sea to the concept of the Greater Caribbean region, the activities of the ACS and the need to create synergies between the work of the Commission and that of the other focal areas of the ACS;

AGREES:

1. To Endorse the conclusions and recommendations contained in the attached report of the Chairman of the Caribbean Sea Commission on the work undertaken by the Commission and the activities that remain to be undertaken to fulfil the mandate set to us ; 

2. To support the elaboration of the special area concept, for the attention of the international community, including the financial and legal implications as well as the comprehensive management approach required for good governance of the Caribbean Sea;

3. To support the development of an implementation strategy  to identify opportunities and solidify relationships to further advance the Commission’s work, taking into account the relevant resolutions adopted on the Caribbean Sea in international and regional organisations;
4. To support consideration of the utility of tasking the Commission with the formulation of an ocean governance policy for the Wider Caribbean Region (WCR);

5. To support the process of drafting a focused work Programme for the Commission that is complemented by a Plan of Action and a Resource Mobilisation Strategy;

6. To support the convocation of the inaugural meeting of the Budget Committee; 

7. To support the full operationalisation of the Commission through the full activation of all Organs and sub-structures;

8. To support the convening of meetings of the Caribbean Sea Commission, as necessary, and where possible to be facilitated via tele and video conference to consider the outcomes and recommendations of meetings of its Sub-commissions and the Budget Committee;

9. To support the full activation of the UWI-CSC Network to facilitate the work of the Commission, including greater access to the financial, human and technical resources of the region;

10. To support consideration of engagement by the Commission in the Rio+20 process, scheduled for June 2012, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, and the Yeosu 2012 International Exposition, scheduled for May-August 2012, in order to participate in discussions on the “blue economy” and the implications of this focus for the sustainable development of the Wider Caribbean Region.

11. To urge Member States, Associates, Observers and Donor countries to continue to give their support to the ongoing activities of the Caribbean Sea Commission;

12. To encourage enhanced participation by key regional institutions in the work of the Commission;
13. To support the establishment of a Secretariat for the Commission, staffed with at least one technical person, in the short to medium-term, to spearhead its work;

14. To support and encourage consideration of specific areas of work in which synergies between the activities of the Commission and the other focal areas of the ACS can be formed, to bring  greater coherence to the Association’s work;
15. To support and encourage active participation in the proposed Caribbean Sea Commission symposium, , during the week of April, 23, 2012,  at Washington D.C., with a view to mobilising greater support and resources for its work;
16. To support consideration and agreement on a date for the 12th Meeting of the Commission. 
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